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POMPEY,

XXXIII. 4-xxxiv. 2

what he had kept up to the present time lie should
continue to hold if he paid six thousand talents to
the Romans as a penalty for his wrongdoing and
that his son should be king of Sophene.
With
these terms Tigranes was well pleased, and when
the Romans hailed him as King, he was overjoyed,
and promised to give each soldier half a mina of
silver, to each centurion ten minas, and to each
tribune a talent.
But his son was dissatisfied, and
when he was invited to supper, said that he was
not dependent on Pompey for such honours, for he
himself could find another Roman to bestow them.
Upon this, he was put in chains and reserved for
the triumph.
Not long after this, Phraates the
Parthian sent a demand for the young man, on
the plea that he was his son-in-law, and a proposition that the Euphrates be adopted as a boundary
between his empire and that of the Romans. Pom;

pey replied that as for Tigranes, he belonged to his
father more than to his father-in-law and as for a
boundary, the just one would be adopted.
XXXIV. Then leaving Afranius in charge of
Armenia, Pompey himself proceeded against Mithridates,^ and of necessity passed through the peoples
;

about the Caucasus mountains.
The
greatest of these peoples are the Albanians and
the Iberians, of whom the Iberians extend to the
Moschian mountains and the Euxine Sea, while
the Albanians lie to the eastward as far as the
Caspian Sea. These latter at first granted Pompey's
but when winter
request for a free passage
dwelling

;

had overtaken his army in their country and it
was occupied in celebrating the Roman festival ot
the Saturnalia, they mustered no less than forty
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men and made an attack upon it. To
they crossed the i-iver Cyrnus, which rises
in the Iberian mountains, and receiving the Araxes
as it issues from Armenia, empties itself by twelve
mouths into the Caspian.
Others say that the
Araxes makes no junction with this stream, but
takes a course of its own, and empties itself close
by into the same sea.
Although Pompey could
have opposed the enemy's passage of the river,
he suffered them to cross undisturbed then he attacked them, routed them, and slew great numbers
of them.
When, however, their king sent envoys
and begged for mercy, Pompey condoned his wrongdoing and made a treaty with him then he marched
against the Iberians, who were not less numerous
than the others and more warlike, and had a strong
desire to gratify Mithridates by repulsing Pompey.
For the Iberians had not been subject either to the
Medes or the Persians, and they escaped the
Macedonian dominion also, since Alexander departed
from Hyrcania in haste. Notwithstanding, Pompey
routed this people also in a great battle, in which
nine thousand of them were slain and more than
ten thousand taken prisoners
then he invaded
Colchis, where, at the river Phasis, Servilius met
him, at the head of the fleet with which he was
guarding the Euxine.
XXXV. Now, the pursuit of Mithridates, who had
thrown himself among the peoples about the Bosporus and the Maeotic Sea, was attended with great
difficulties
besides, word was brought to Pompey
that the Albanians had again revolted. Turning back
against these in resentment and wrath, he crossed
the Cyrnus again with great difficulty and hazard,
since the Barbarians had fenced off its banks with
thousand
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